
Crystal Casino is glad to make so many patrons happy day after day. It seems the slot
machines at the two casinos, Crystal and Seaport Casino are going crazy giving away lots
of winnings.  John Collins of North Dakota-USA, who was playing on the ‘Chof Sun Doa’
machine got the perfect combination to win US$ 6,100 in just 15 minutes. He received his
winnings from Crystal Casino associate Edseline Wouters.  Another happy winner is  Ken-
neth Heckman of the USA. He played on the ‘Triple Red White Blue’ machine and got a
red 7, white 7 and a triple star combination . His winnings: US$ 3,750.  Crystal Casino
once more proves to be the leader in the casino market with more players and giving away
more prizes.   
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zona, said that even if a main
debris field is found, it does
not mean the data recorders
can be located.

The search will be jointly
financed by Airbus and Air
France, and comes after origi-
nal search efforts last year that
cost about euro 9 million. The
U.S. Navy and the National
Transportation Safety Board
will help, along with private
companies and accident ex-
perts from Britain, Germany,
Russia and Brazil.

wreckage already recovered
have provided no concrete in-
formation as to what caused
the jet to crash on June 1,
killing all 228 people aboard.

The data recorders — the
so-called "black boxes" —
contain cockpit recordings and
various readings from the air-
craft.

Troadec said the investiga-
tion so far has "shown that
without finding the recorders
that this investigation could
never be conclusive and this
accident could remain largely
unexplained."

The latest search will em-
ploy two boats, one of which
will carry three sonar-equipped
robot submarines, and the
other of which will use on-
board sonar to scour the 770-
square mile (2,000-square
kilometer) area.

Troadec said the wreckage
is likely located on a rough,
mountainous seabed, perhaps
as many as 13,100 feet (4,000
meters) under the sea.

William Waldock, who
teaches air-crash investigation
at Embry-Riddle Aeronautical
University in Prescott, Ari-

RECIFE, Brazil (AP) – The
lead investigator of last year's
mysterious Air France jet crash
that killed more than 200 peo-
ple off the coast of Brazil said
yesterday that he is hopeful a
third search for debris and
flight and data recorders will
be successful.

The 30-day search, to begin
Sunday, will involve an area
10 times smaller than previous
efforts, Jean-Paul Troadec,
chief of the BEA French inves-
tigation agency, told reporters
at a news conference in north-
eastern Brazil.

In addition, a collaborative
effort by scientists, including
from the U.S.-based Woods
Hole Oceanographic Institu-
tion in Massachusetts, has
helped reconstruct the trajec-
tory of the Airbus 330's debris
and the time the wreckage was
found, giving investigators a
better idea of where to look,
Troadec said.

"We think we have a good
chance of finding the wreck-
age," he said.

Officials say that locating
the flight data recorders is cru-
cial, since the 1,000 pieces of

of a high school graduation trip.
Van der Sloot has been de-

tained several times, but
Aruban prosecutors say they
lack evidence to charge him.

Police believe the couple
from Manheim, Pennsylvania,
likely zoomed in on some
coral, giving the impression
that it might have been a skull
and bones, Angela said.

The search was one of
many launched to find Hol-
loway.

the Dutch Caribbean island of

Aruba, where media execu-

tives from across the Americas

criticized Chavez's govern-

ment for limiting freedom of

expression.

Pro-Chavez lawmaker

Manuel Villalba urged prose-

cutors on Wednesday to inves-

tigate Zuloaga for allegedly

saying that Venezuela's go -

vernment is cracking down on

its critics and purportedly

commenting that it was a

shame that a short-lived 2002

coup against Chavez failed.

"He must assume his re-

sponsibility," Villalba told

state-run Radio Nacional.

The arrest came three days

after opposition politician Os-

waldo Alvarez Paz was de-

tained for remarks made on a

Globovision talk show on

March 8.

CARACAS, Venezuela (AP) –

The owner of Venezuela's only

television channel that re-

mains critical of President

Hugo Chavez was arrested

yesterday, spurring concerns

among rights activists of a

widening government crack-

down aimed at silencing crit-

ics.

Attorney General Luisa Or-

tega said a warrant was issued

for the arrest of Guillermo Zu-

loaga, owner of the TV chan-

nel Globovision, for remarks

that were deemed "offensive"

to the president.

Zuloaga said that military

intelligence agents detained

him at an airport in the north-

western state of Falcon.

Ortega said prosecutors are

investigating Zuloaga for

statements he allegedly made

during a recent Inter American

Press Association meeting in

Vacationers flying on a plane
to St Lucia were stunned to
look out their windows and see
a huge volcano erupting in
front of their eyes, it was re-
ported yesterday.

Passengers on the Boeing
737 were amazed to see a
plume of ash hurled into the
sky by the explosion.

They rushed to the side of
the jet to photograph the cloud
from the Soufriere Hills vol-
cano on Caribbean island
Montserrat.

Mary Jo Penkala, 49, was
flying to the Caribbean from
Toronto, Canada, with partner
Barry Steinfeld, when she saw
the staggering sight and took a
picture.

She said: "We saw the vol-
cano in all its glory."

Passengers told how the
pilot had simply announced
over the intercom: "Ladies and
gentlemen, if you look to the
left of the plane, you'll see a
volcano erupting."

After a long period of dor-
mancy, the Soufriere Hills vol-
cano became active in 1995
and has continued to erupt ever
since.

gela. The couple were diving
while on vacation in Aruba last
year.

Divers didn't find any items
in the photo, Angela said.

"We looked at it seriously,"
she said. "It did not prove suc-
cessful."

The 18-year-old from
Mountain Brook, Alabama, dis-
appeared while on vacation in
Aruba in 2005 and was last
seen leaving a bar with Joran
van der Sloot on the final night

ORANJESTAD, Aruba (AP) –
Police found nothing but rocks
and coral while searching un-
derwater for the remains of
missing U.S. teen Natalee Hol-
loway, the Aruba prosecutors'
office said yesterday.

Police dove several times
on Wednesday and Sunday
after an American couple
turned over an underwater
photo of what they believed
might have been her remains,
said spokeswoman Ann An-
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New search starting for Air France

black boxes

Aruba cops: No bones of missing teen

found in sea

Stunned
passengers
on Caribbean
flight witness
volcano erupting

Anti-Chavez TV channel

owner arrested in Venezuela



tion of the addict and the com-
munity. Those who enter the
program do not have to pay a
fee, but must agree to the pro-
gram's strict rules. Breaking a
drug habit is not easy and those
who enter the program must
adopt new habits which are
necessary for recovery. They
must go to church on Sundays
and do community services.
The program is not financed
by the government.

Hogares Crea has over 152
facilities worldwide including
in the Dominican Republic.

A large group of Aruba’s
addicts has already left to Hog-
ares Crea in the Dominican
Republic and are on the road to
rehabilitate their life. More ad-
dicts are now willing to join
the program.

Photo shows Minister of
Sports and Health, Richard
Visser saying goodbye to a
group of addicts on their way
to Hogares Crea in the Do-
minican Republic.

years, were schooled here and

now are having problems get-

ting a job or going abroad to

continue their studies because

their residence papers were

never fixed.  For those illegals

Minister Sevinger installed a

special commission consisting

of DIMAS representatives, the

Ministry of Justice and the De-

partment of Integration. 

This commission already

has some 90 cases to process.

After evaluating the cases, the

commission will give the gov-

ernment  advice on how to

handle the cases further. At the

end Minister Sevinger empha-

sized that for the time being,

with the exception of  a few

professions, the petitions for

residence and work permits

will not be processed until July

1, 2010. 

The government of Aruba, in
its efforts to minimalize the
amount of addicts on the
streets, is working together
with the foundation ‘Adopt an
Addict’ to give those addicts a
chance to turn around their
lives. Volunteers talk to the ad-
dicts to encourage them to get
on the road of rehabilitation. It
is not an easy task to convince
the addicts, but the foundation
has a lot of experience and is
giving the government a help-
ing hand. The government for
its part, between the Ministry
of Health and Ministry of So-
cial Affairs, has funds avail-
able to cover the expenses to
send addicts to ‘Hogares Crea’
in the Dominican Republic. 

Hogar Crea is an interna-
tional institution, founded in
Puerto Rico to help drug ad-
dicts cut their drug habit. In
1968, Jose Juan Garcia foun -
ded "Hogar Crea." The word
"Crea" means for the re-educa-

from 3:00 to 4:00 p.m. at the
National Library in Oranjes-
tad. Contact person is Mrs. Lil-
ian Freytas. All kids are
welcome to assist for free

Next week’s theme - March
30 - is Easter.  An  An-
traco/Samson bookstore repre-
sentative will be present to do
handicraft with the children.
This will be from 3:00 to 4:30
p.m. and contribution is Afl. 5.

ORANJESTAD – The Aruba
National Library organizes dif-
ferent activities for children
mainly to stimulate reading.
There are afternoons with story
reading, book discussions,
drawing, singing, puppetry and
games. 

Children between the ages
of 5 and 9 are invited to come
and have an entertaining after-
noon together on Tuesdays

Aruba’s Minister of Justice and
Education Arthur Dowers, in
presence of members of the
Traffic Commission, Inspector
Muller and Commander
Richardson, announced some
changes in the traffic law.  This
law will go to the Advisory
Board for approval. 

Minister Dowers gave a
short explanation of the
changes. Senior citizens and
the  physical, hearing, or visual
impaired  will get a sticker to
put on their cars so they can
park in special spaces that is
destined for them

At present there are parking
spaces for that purpose, but not
everyone respects those park-
ing spaces. In the near future,
all those who park in a place
destined for senior citizens and
the impaired will get a fine. 

Children under 12 years
must sit in the backseat of the

Motorists who move the
barricades will be severly
sanctioned. Speeding, with the
consequence of causing acci-
dents with fatalities, will be
scrutinized and everyone sur-
passing the speed limit will be
fined. 

Minister Dowers explained
that there will be more traffic
lights and traffic signal poles. 

The traffic Commission
working on these changes will
continue functioning to advise
the government in future mat-
ters. Until now they did a
tremendous job and will cer-
tainly come with more recom-
mendations for the safety of our
traffic. 

Minister Dowers expressed
his gratitude towards them for
a job well done.

car wearing their seatbelt. 
People driving  a quadracer

must have a helm on. There
will be hefty fines for those not
complying with this law.

When  crossing a road, al-
ways use the crosswalk or the
place destined for it. Crossing
a road at any spot will be sanc-
tioned. Classic cars also must
comply with certain conditions
to be able to drive on the road.  

It is not allowed to park on
the sidewalks or on places
where it is forbidden to do so.
There will be a fine and the car
will be towed by the police.
The cost of towing and storage
of the car has to be paid for by
the owner. The road on the
Sasakiweg near House of
Cheng will be become a one-
way road. This will be  tempo-
rary until traffic lights are
installed or other arrangements
are made.
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Integration( under which

DIMAS resorts), Mr.

Benny Sevinger ex-

plained that Dutch Euro-

peans will not be

deported after 180 days,

as was the case before.

The management is now

more flexible in this mat-

ter. DIMAS will also be

more lenient with Dutch

pensioners living here.

Minister Sevinger stres-

sed that Aruba is a small

island with limitations.

The minister also

commented on the

amnesty for a small

group of illegals. They

have been  living here

for many years now and most

of them are children living

with their parents. The have

been living here for 10  or  20

During a recent  inquiry ses-

sion, Minister of Infrastruc-

ture, Environment and

Minister Dowers announces change

in traffic laws
Installs Traffic Commission 

Inspector Muller and Commander Richardson

Minister Arthur Dowers

Minister Benny Sevinger

Minister Sevinger installs commission

to process specific illegal cases

Fun activities for children at
Aruba National Library

With the help of the government and
foundation ‘Adopt an Addict’

More addicts on the road
to rehabilitation 



Day.
In the beginning, they gave

  each other bunny gifts on ho-
lidays. Then every day. Some-
times dozens a day. At the
reception to their 1994 wed-
ding, he dressed in a bunny
costume; they did the bunny
hop and ate carrot cake.

In 1998, they opened the
museum, calling it the "hoppi-
est place in the world." Admis-
sion is free, by appointment
only.

The couple have seven real
bunnies and continue to ex-
pand their collection at an-
tique, novelty and out-of-town
stores. Even when they go on
vacation, there are bunny in-
fluences — like the Rabbit
Ridge Winery in Paso Robles
or the Jackrabbit Trading Post
in Joseph City, Ariz.

This time of year is like
Christmas, because Easter
makes stores nearly as bunny
happy as they are.

The most asked-after item
in the museum is an Elvis Pars-
ley pitcher, Frazee said. But
the most asked question?
"How do you dust?"

She used to do it all herself,
but finally hired a housekeeper
to help two days a week.

"But the truth is," she jokes,
"we don't mind dust bunnies at
the museum."

PASADENA, California (AP)
– It started 18 years ago with
an endearment and a plush
bunny.

Today, Steve Lubanski and
Candace Frazee live in The
Bunny Museum, where they
have the world's largest rabbit
collection with more than
26,000 items. Guinness World
Records dubbed them the
largest in 1999 when there
were only 8,437 pieces in the
house.

Frazee counts and catalogs
the collection and keeps track
of visitors — hovering around
16,000.

The couple are surrounded
by rabbits, from wallpaper to
wind chimes, phones to faucets
and sheets to screen savers.
Thousands of items are in stor-
age because there is no space
left.

Erin Seeherman, 24, was
visitor No. 15,976. She came
from Philadelphia with pic-
tures of her bunnies, Zeke and
Nora, food for Frazee's rabbits
and plans to buy lots of sou-
venirs at the museum gift shop.

"I was hoping it would be
trinket heaven," she said.

Lubanski, 52, and Frazee,
53, met at a singles seminar in
1992. She called him "Honey
Bunny" and he gave her a
stuffed rabbit for Valentine's
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discusssion focussed on how
R.N.B. and nurses in the
Caribbean can help Haiti not
only with matetrial but also
with nursing teams who will
assist their colleagues in Haiti
for a period. On this topic
Aruba gave its input. Mr.
Maxwell already had visited
Haiti at the end of 2008 and
worked with the nursing or-
ganization there, and had in-
formation on how to help
with the process to assist
nurses in Haiti in an efficient
way, guaranteeing that the
Haiti nursing organization is
Aruba’s contact to be able to
give assistance to relief the
pain and burden they are now
carrying.

In July 2010 R.N.B. will
have a general meeting in the
Cayman Islands. 

Recently, Mr. Richard Max -
well, president of the
Caribbean Nurses Organiza-
tion (C.N.O.) attended the
38th meeting of the Execu-
tive Education Committee
and the Seventh Practice
Committees of the Regional
Nursing Body (RNB), organ-
ized by a commitee of the
Caribbean Community
(CARICOM) in St. Kitts &
Nives.

The meeting focussed
mainly on the program  all
governments who are mem-
bers of CARICOM, must im-
plement in 2011 to safeguard
and guarantee a well bal-
anced curriculum and criteria
to educate nurses in the
Caribbean. In keeping with
current trends, the meeting
addressed such issues as the
regional examination for
nurse registration, the accred-
itation of nursing schools in
the region, developing a re-
gional framework for nursing
and midwifery for 2010 to
2013, programmes to address
the care of the elderly and de-
veloping curriculum in terms
of the management of
HIV/AIDS.

During the meeting dr.
Dorothy Powell of Duke Uni-
versity (nursing school) pre-
sented a report on an
advanced study on the care of
the elderly in the Caribbean
called: ‘Comprehensive
Community-Based Model for
Care of the Elderly’ which
made an impressive impact
on the participants.

At the end of the meeting
it was concluded that the
HIV/AIDS issue will stay in
the hands of the government.
Also on the agenda was the
actual sitution in Haiti. The

President of the C.N.O. Mr. Richard Maxwell
atttends the 38th R.N.B  meeting at St.
Kitts & Nives

Photo shows, left to right, Mr. Richard Maxwell RN, pre -
sident of C.N.O.; Minister of Health and Social & Cultural
Affairs,  Mrs. Marcella Liburd; Dr. Leila Mc Whinney-De-
hany, Chair Regional Nursing Body; Mrs.Sanda Plummer
program president and CARICOM secretary; and Mrs.
Henriette Doaglas-Christmas Principal Nursing Officer of
St. Kitts & Nives.

Museum is home to world's
largest bunny collection
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While laying on Aruba’s
beaches and watching the
waves, one might reflect on
all the adventures they would
like to experience in this life,
but are perhaps to timid to try.
Snorkeling and SCUBA
might certainly be on the list,
but don’t miss the opportunity
to try something you will re-
member all your life. It is a
rush that will stay with you
long after you have landed,
conducted in such a way as
to completely insure your
safety and with little effort
or complex details to learn. 

Only a few short months
ago Aruba’s newest attrac-
tion, Air Adventures, owned
by Rick and Hornsby, own-
ers of Florida’s oldest drop
zone, opened their doors
with Sky Dive Aruba. Lo-
cated just off the beach
north of the Marriott Aruba
Resort, they promise to
whisk you away on the ad-
venture of a lifetime-liter-
ally!

Skydive Aruba’s fully certi-
fied instructors John Luvera,
who currently holds ratings as
USPA Coach, AFF Instructor
and Pro and Keith McBeth,
also AFF certified and a fif-
teen-year skydiving veteran,
do all the work, and clients
simply enjoy the ride. The
jump is done wearing tandem
gear, so you are firmly attached
to your guide, whose expertise
will bring you  in right on point

for a perfect landing. 
We caught Lynn Koerner

of Boston Mass and Nicole
Alexander of Spokane, Wash-
ington as they caromed in
from 10,000 ft with John and
Keith “pulling the strings.” 

“THAT WAS AWE-
SOME!!!!!” exclaimed Ni-
cole, “I’m ready to do it again,
right now!”

The Skydive Aruba experi-
ence takes about 90 minutes,
accommodating no more than

two clients, each with their
own guide. Not only are you
treated to the most amazing
view of Aruba and the sur-
rounding turquoise waters of
the Caribbean, but John
records it all with a handycam,
and you can immediately re-
live the experience and pur-
chase the video to show your
friends and family back home;

a very personalized and
thrilling memento of your
island vacation.  

THE MORNING NEWS
team just happened to catch
Stephen, proprietor of Salt
& Pepper Restaurant in the
act of purchasing a tandem
skydive gift certificate as a
reward for a hard-working
employee. He confessed he
was so thrilled with his ex-
perience the week before, he
could think of no better gift
to give. 

Kara, who packs the
chutes, heartily agrees. A
veteran of one of the busiest

drop zones in California, she
is accustomed to packing up
to 250 parachutes a day, so
customers can feel confident.
“I went on a dive with a friend
years ago and was hooked. It
is a very addicting sport; once
you have tried it you will want
to do it forever.”

For more information and
reservations, contact Air Ad-
ventures at telephone 735-
0654, or visit their website:
www.skydivearuba.com. 

Skydive Aruba will whisk you away
to the adventure of a lifetime!

HAVANA (AP) – A U.S.
replica of the 19th-century
Cuban slave ship "Amistad"
glided through the millpond-
calm waters of Havana Bay
on Thursday, a reminder of
the countries' intertwined
past and a gesture toward a
brighter shared future.

Built in Connecticut, the
black-hulled, two-masted re-
creation of the schooner,
whose name means "Friend-
ship," flew the American and
Cuban flags — as well as the
blue flag of the United Na-
tions. It was one of the few
times a ship under the Stars
and Stripes has called on the
island in 51 years of estrange-
ment since Fidel Castro took
power. As it neared shore, the
crew of 19 Americans low-
ered the U.S. flag and ran
Cuba's up the main mast.

"It feels like a promise ful-
filled," said Gregory Be-
langer, the CEO and
president of Amistad Amer-
ica Inc., the nonprofit organ-
ization that owns and
operates the ship. "It was
built here originally. Its sail is
from here. Now it is here."

U.S. movie director
Steven Spielberg made the
story of the original Amistad
famous with his 1997 film of
the same name. The ship set
sail from Havana carrying a
cargo of captives from Sierra
Leone in 1839. The Africans
rebelled, commandeering the
ship on a zigzag course up
the U.S. coast until it was fi-
nally seized off the coast of
Long Island.

The captured Africans be-
came an international cause
for abolitionists, and their
fate was finally decided in
1841, when John Quincy
Adams argued their case be-
fore the Supreme Court,
which granted them freedom.

It was an inspirational
ending to an otherwise sinis-

ter historical period — and
some who helped bring the
Amistad replica to this coun-
try hope its simple arrival
could signal hope for improv-
ing a half-century and count-
ing of frigid U.S.-Cuba
relations.

"If one of the two sides,
either the U.S. or Cuba, had
not wanted this to occur it
wouldn't have," said Steve
Schwadron, a consultant on
the Amistad project and for-
mer chief of staff for Rep.
William Delahunt. The Mas-
sachusetts Democrat has long
worked to ease U.S.-Cuba re-
lations and reached out to the
State Department to make of-
ficials aware of the Amistad's
proposal.

Thursday commemorated
the day, March 25, 1807,
when the British Parliament
outlawed the slave trade. It
also marks the 10th anniver-
sary of the replica's rechris-
tening. As the Amistad took
to the seas a decade ago, its
builders at Connecticut's
Mystic Seaport vowed to get
it to Cuba's capital or bust.

It first arrived on the is-
land Tuesday at the port of
Matanzas, 60 miles (95 kilo-
meters) east of Havana.
Thursday's mostly calm,
blue-gray waves made for
smooth sailing past the
Morro Castle, a Spanish fort
built in 1859 that guards the
sea entrance to Havana. The
Amistad then hugged the sto-
ried waterfront, passing the
iconic Hotel Nacional before
reaching a modern cruise
ship port on the edge of the
city's historic harbor district.

Using high technology hid-
den in its wooden frame and
rigging, the new Amistad has
crossed the Atlantic and
wended its way through the
Caribbean since 2007 as part
of the United Nations and UN-
ESCO's Slave Route Project.

US slave ship replica sails
into Old Havana harbor
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Science/Tech.

SAN FRANCISCO – A vir-
tual farm attracting up to 83
million aspiring farmers
monthly has video game de-
velopers scrambling to find
ways to plough the booming
popularity of games on social
networks.

Sites like Facebook, which
has an estimated 400 million
users, and MySpace, with
about 100 million users, are
driving a social gaming craze
that was in the spotlight at this
month's 2010 Game Develop-
ers Conference (GDC).

Heiko Hubertz, CEO of
browser-based games portal
Bigpoint.com which is home
to over 100 million gamers,
said online game experiences
were very solitary in the past.

"Now through social net-
work gaming and browser-
based games portals, gamers
of all types can share their ex-
periences and compete against
each other in original experi-
ences like 'Poisonville,' as well
as licensed content like the up-
coming 'Battlestar Galactica
Online,'" said Hubertz.

Once-small companies
like Zynga, Bigpoint, Play-
dom, and Playfish, which
Electronic Arts bought for
$400 million last year, are
finding exponential growth
by creating free-to-play ca-
sual games that encourage
players to get their friends in-
volved.

This viral approach to
gaming is introducing a
whole new audience to
videogames.

"The 800 pound gorilla in
social games is Zynga's 'Farm
Ville,' which has over 82 mil-
lion people worldwide play-
ing at least once a month and
over 32 million people play-
ing daily," said Justin Davis,
founder and editor of Social-
GameCentral.com.

"FarmVille," which has
been available as an applica-
tion on Facebook since June
last year, involves managing

a virtual farm by planting,
growing and harvesting crops
and raising livestock.

Zynga, which has created
five of the 10 most popular
social games, also attracts an
audience of 30 million
monthly and 9 million daily
with "Cafe World," its second
most popular game.

Davis said overall Zynga
has over 230 million active
players across multiple social
networks.

Even MySpace, which an-
nounced a new MySpace
Games experience at this
month's conference aiming to
encourage game makers to
cater to its online audience,
can attract over 10 million
players with games like Play-
dom's "Mobsters" and
Zynga's "Mafia Wars."

About one-third of My-
Space users currently play
games.

Michael Pachter,
videogame analyst for Wed-
bush Morgan Securities, said
social gaming has grown
from around $600 million in
total revenue in 2008 to $1
billion in 2009 and expects
social gaming to bring in
around $1.6 billion this year.

"The growth rate should
remain very high at around
40 percent each of the next
three years, so my guess at
2011 is around $2.2 billion,
2012 at $3 billion 2013 at
more than $4 billion," said
Pachter.

While most of this gaming
revenue is currently focused
on the sale of virtual in-game
items, called micro-transac-
tions, Pachter forecasts there
will be more advertising rev-
enue and data mining in the
future.

Game developers are in-
troducing new technologies
that could help grow social
games even further.

Vivox, which provides
voice chat services for mas-
sively multi-player online
games like Nexon's "Combat
Arms" and CCP Games'
"EVE Online," is working
with developer Hive7 to
allow Facebook gamers to
talk to one another while
playing titles like the me-
dieval strategy game
"Knighthood." 

"People will be able to
play social games as if they
were at the same table," said
Rob Seaver, CEO of Vivox. 

Gameworld: A virtual farm turns new
ground for game developers

WASHINGTON – Two U.S.
companies that sell Internet
addresses to Web sites said
Wednesday they had stopped
registering new domain
names in China because the
Chinese government has
begun demanding pictures
and other identification doc-
uments from their customers.

One of the domain name
companies, Go Daddy Inc.,
announced its change in pol-
icy at a congressional hearing
that was largely devoted to
Google Inc.'s announcement
Monday that it will no longer
censor Internet search results
in China.

Christine Jones, executive
vice president and general
counsel of Go Daddy, said
the company's decision was
not a reaction to Google but
instead reflects its concern
about the security of its cus-
tomers and "the chilling ef-
fect" of the new Chinese
government requirements.

"We just made a decision
that we didn't want to act as
an agent of the Chinese gov-
ernment," Jones told law-
makers.

Separately, a company that
offers similar services, Net-
work Solutions LLC, also
said Wednesday it had
stopped handling China Web
registrations in December, for
the same reason.

Zhong Shan, China's vice
commerce secretary in charge
of foreign trade, said he had-
n't been briefed on the Go
Daddy decision.

Speaking to reporters at
the Chinese Embassy in
Washington, however, Zhong
called Google's decision an
"exceptional case" that
wouldn't undermine the con-
fidence of foreign investors
in China. He said China's
economy wasn't perfect, but
that the government is work-
ing to create a more attractive
investment environment.

Another US Internet company

pulls back in China

When zebrafish loses car-
diac tissue, it simply regrows
it, scientists say 
An ability to regrow dam-
aged or missing heart tissue
makes the lowly zebrafish an
ideal model for discovering
new ways to repair human
hearts, scientists say.

When a part of its heart is
removed, the tiny zebrafish is
a bit sluggish for a few days,
but then appears normal
within a month. This remark-
able heart repair is achieved
by differentiated cardiac
muscle cells called car-
diomyocytes -- not stem
cells, but mature cells that
normally supply the contrac-
tile force of the heart.

"What the results of our
study show is that Mother
Nature utilizes other ways
besides going all the way
back to pluripotent stem cells
to regenerate tissues and or-
gans," Juan Carlos Izpisua
Belmonte, a professor in the
Gene Expression Laboratory
at the Salk Institute for Bio-
logical Studies in California,
said in a news release.

The study appears in the
March 25 issue of the journal
Nature.

Prior to heart failure, dam-

aged mammal heart muscle
cells enter a state called hi-
bernation, in which they stop
contracting in an effort to
survive. Mammal heart cell
hibernation is significant,
said study first author Chris
Jopling, a postdoctoral fel-
low at the Center of Regen-
erative Medicine in
Barcelona, Spain.

"During heart regenera-
tion in the zebrafish we
found that cardiomyocytes
displayed structural changes
similar to those observed in
hibernating cardiomy-
ocytes," Jopling said in the
news release. "Because of
these similarities, we hypoth-
esize that hibernating mam-
malian cardiomyocytes may
represent cells that are at-
tempting to proliferate."

"This idea fits nicely with
the findings from a number
of groups -- that forced ex-
pression of cell cycle regula-
tors can induce
cardiomyocyte proliferation
in mammals. Maybe all they
need is a bit of push in the
right direction," Jopling said.

Researchers are looking
for factors that supply that
push.

Tiny fish might help
humans fix damaged
hearts

A dentist from the Showa University Dentistry School
demonstrates treating a robot named Hanako Showa in
Tokyo. Doctors and robotics researchers have unveiled a
robot that happily goes under the drill for orthodontics
students and can also express pain, roll her eyes and
even drool like a real patient.

Do they fear needles also?
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It may precede a mi-
graine 

About one in five mi-
graine sufferers experi-
ences an aura that warns of
a pending migraine, the
National Headache Society
says.

Scientists believe aura
results when nerves in the
brain are activated just be-
fore a migraine and be-
come super "excited."

The society says aura
may be characterized by:

* Seeing lights that
flash. 

* Seeing lights that ap-
pear in a zigzag pattern. 

* Developing blind
spots. 

* Having distorted vi-
sion. 

* Sensing a tingling or
"pins-and-needles" feeling
in one arm or leg. 

Tip: Recognizing

an Aura

Are sweaty armpit stains the
bane of your existence?
Here are some solutions for
men who suffer from exces-
sive underarm perspiration.

Working anywhere other
than a thoroughly air-condi-
tioned room is sluggish tor-
ture and venturing outdoors
during daylight hours is sheer
foolhardiness, but the most
embarrassing effects are
those damp and clammy half-
moons of perspiration that
stain the armpits of your shirt
on most days.

For some guys it doesn’t
even take a particularly
steamy day to bring on these
unsightly underarm sweats.
The mere thought of having
to give a presentation in a
boardroom full of bosses
ramps up the humidity under
their armpits to levels ri-
valling those of a rainforest.

So what are the most effi-
cient ways to control exces-
sive underarm sweating?

First steps
Find an anti-perspirant

that works for you. Make
sure it says anti-perspirant on

the dispenser. A simple de-
odorant is only good at mask-
ing the smell, but won’t
actually stop you from sweat-
ing.

Drink wheat grass – it
contains a lot of Vitamin B,
which can help reduce sweat
production.

Wear a cotton undershirt
which will mop up any sweat
before it reaches your shirt on
top. Try loose fitting tops that
allow air to circulate under
your armpits and go for light
colours which tend to show
up the stains less obviously.

Bath or shower regularly
using anti-bacterial soap and
don’t wear clothes you’ve
sweated in previously.

Certain foods and bever-
ages, including garlic, chilli,
onions, red meat, fried food,
coffee and alcohol, may stim-
ulate sweating. Avoid them
whenever you can.

If you tend to sweat exces-
sively in situations that make
you nervous or anxious, treat
the cause of the problem. Try
calming activities such as
yoga, meditation or listening

to soothing music.
Some people swear by

rubbing vinegar, baby pow-
der, lemon juice or rubbing
alcohol into their armpits,
while others bath in water
mixed with a few cans of
tomato juice, but we’re not so
sure about these home reme-
dies.

For more persistently
sweaty armpits

If these measures don’t
deliver results, you may be
suffering from a medical con-
dition known as axillary hy-
perhidrosis. Consult your
doctor, who may:

Suggest a prescription
anti-perspirant containing
aluminium chloride hexahy-
drate solution or gel.

Prescribe one of several
oral medications to reduce
sweating. Beware that these
may cause side effects such
as a dry mouth and eyes and
urine retention.

Recommend iontophore-
sis, a medical procedure in
which a weak electric charge,
delivered through sponge
electrodes attached to your
underarms, transports a
chemical into the skin which
will stop sweat glands from
secreting sweat without dam-
aging them. It may cause
mild pain, but can be quite ef-
fective.

Bring on the big guns
More severe cases may be

treated by more intrusive and
expensive methods such as:

Botox injections, which
need to be repeated every 6 to
16 months; or

Surgical treatments, in-
cluding underarm liposuction
and removal of sweat-induc-
ing nerves or sweat glands.

Beat the sweaty armpit blues

Discovery could pave way
for advances in cancer and
aging research, report sug-
gests 

Scientists have identified a
gene in mice that is a key
player in what could essen-
tially be called embryonic
stem cells' "immortality." 

The finding could have a
major impact on research into
aging, regenerative medicine
and the biology of stem cells
and cancer, according to the
report published online
March 24 in the journal Na-
ture.

Embryonic stem cells can
develop into nearly any type
of cell in the body and can
produce infinite generations
of new, fully operational em-

bryonic stem cells (daughter
cells). But the mechanism for
this rejuvenation has been a
mystery, the researchers
noted in a news release from
the U.S. National Institute on
Aging (NIA).

In the new study, re-
searchers at the NIA found
that embryonic stem cells in
mice express a unique
Zscan4 gene that enables
them to continuously produce
vigorous daughter cells.

According to the study au-
thors, this gene isn't turned on
every time an embryonic
stem cell replicates; only
about 5 percent of embryonic
stem cells will have the gene
activated at any one point.

Gene Holds Key to Embryonic Stem
Cell Rejuvenation

For millions of coffee-lovers
with delicate stomachs, sci-
entists may have found a way
to enjoy an eye-opening cup
of java without gastrointesti-
nal discomfort.

European researchers
studying stomach-irritating
chemicals in coffee have un-
expectedly found one that ac-
tually inhibits acid
production in the stomach.

“The major import of our
work is that it provides scien-
tific evidence that you can

produce a more stomach-
friendly coffee by varying the
processing technology,” said
study author Veronika So-
moza, professor and chair of
the Research Platform of Mo-
lecular Food Science at the
University of Vienna, Austria.

The finding offers the
promise that coffee makers
can produce a blend that will
be easier on the tummy, So-
moza said.

The results were to be pre-
sented Sunday at the American
Chemical Society’s annual
meeting in San Francisco.

The scientists looked at
coffee’s effect on human
stomach cells using a variety
of preparations, including
dark-roast, regular roast, de-
caffeinated and stomach-
friendly. Instead of one single
element, they identified a

mixture of compounds —
caffeine, catechols and N-
alkanoly-5-hydroxytrip-
tamides — as the chemicals
in coffee that promote the
production of stomach acid.

But a fourth chemical, N-
methylpyridinium, which is
more common in dark roasts,
such as espresso and French
roast blends, was found to in-
hibit acid.

N-methylpyridinium is a
product of the roasting
process itself, resulting in
dark roasts that are less likely
than lighter ones to cause
stomach irritation, according
to the research.

Whether the findings will
translate to human coffee
drinkers remains unclear. The
authors hope to conduct tests
with human coffee drinkers
this year.

Coming Soon: A Low-Heartburn Coffee?

CHICAGO – Rev up the
treadmill: Sobering new re-
search spells out just how
much exercise women need
to keep the flab off as they
age — and it's a lot.

At least an hour of moder-
ate activity a day is needed for
older women at a healthy
weight who aren't dieting. For
those who are already over-

weight — even more exercise
is called for to avoid gaining
weight without eating less,
the study results suggest.

"We all have to work at it.
If it were easy to be skinny,
we would all be skinny," said
John Foreyt, a behavioral
medicine expert who re-
viewed the study but wasn't
involved in the research.

Brisk walking, leisurely
bicycling and golfing are all
examples of moderate exer-
cise. But don't throw in the
towel if you can't do those
things for at least an hour a
day. Even a little exercise is
good for your health even if
it won't make you thin, the re-
searchers said.

Their findings are based
on 34,079 middle-aged
women followed for about 13
years. Most were not on calo-
rie-cutting diets. The women
gained an average of almost
6 pounds during the study.

Those who started out at a
healthy weight, with a body
mass index less than 25, and
who gained little or no
weight during the study con-
sistently got the equivalent of
about an hour of moderate
activity daily. Few women —
only 13 percent — were in
this category.

Few already overweight
women got that amount of
exercise, and the results sug-
gest it wasn't enough to stop
them from gaining weight.

Older women need 1-hour workouts
to fend off flab
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General Manager Rob Smith
took the decision to honor the

landscapers for their hard
work at maintaining the

grounds at Radisson Aruba
Radisson Resort Casino &
Spa looking so spectacular, at
a special party.  

The landscapers were in-
vited on an unexpected out-
ing, and accompanied by the
Executive Committee, as
they arrived at Hooters, on
Palm Beach prepared to have
a good time.

Glenn Farro, Director of
Human Resources gave an
excellent speech celebrating
the department’s achieve-
ments, acknowledging the
landscapers tremendous con-
tributions to the resort’s trop-
ical feel before the Hoola
Hoop contest began!

Frans van Vught, Roque
Martinez, Michael Arendsz,
Diocelina Zambrano, Johnny

Matos, Edwin Tromp,
Alphonse Charles and Jean
Alexis all received a token of
appreciation and Hendrick
Webb was named Outstand-
ing Landscaper. 

Situated on 15 acres of
Aruba’s best beach front, sur-
rounded by lavish grounds
which embrace a free form
pool and lazy river, the Radis-
son Aruba Resort Casino &
Spa exudes genuine West In-
dian and Caribbean style &
charm, thanks to its spectacu-
lar grounds. Kudo to the land-
scapers! 

Radsisson’s Hendrik Webb,
named Outstanding Landscaper

Salinja Cerca, Noord -- EQ3
Furniture + Accents has just re-
ceived a shipment of new mer-
chandise including area rugs,
inspired by nature, graced with
geomantic interpretation of
leafs and flowers, in both bold
and subdued colors. 

“Throwing an area rug
under a dining room table,”
says manager Lynn Maduro,
“ provides an instant facelift,
as the color splash and the
fresh style dresses up and
lights up, the entire room, for
a modest amount of money.”

EQ3, a Canadian lifestyle
concept inspiring the intimate
and emotional place we call
home, offers globally influ-
enced designs, manufactured
innovatively and affordably.
The furniture pieces and ac-
cessories are inspired by
modern living, and fit our
many social and individual
needs. 

EQ3 also offers custom
upholstery, and clients are in-
vited to choose from over
100 fabrics and 45 leathers in
solid colors and fanciful

prints, in bold hues and subtle
neutrals, including the styles
of legs and the color to
match. From sofas and beds,
to pillows and chair seats,
clients get to decide what,
when and how many, mixing
and matching their own indi-
vidual styles.

Visit the showroom at Sal-
inja Cerca, Noord, Tele-
phone: 586-3373 Website
www.eq3.com

Fresh styles and looks, at
EQ3 Furniture + Accents 

Ethiopian immigrants taste a
Matzah during a Passover
dinner rehearsal introducing
the holiday customs at the
immigrant absorption center
in Mevasseret Zion outside
Jerusalem.

The Passover festival be-
gins Monday evening. The
unleavened bread is a main
feature of the week-long
Passover holiday, commemo-
rating the biblical exodus of
the Israelites from slavery in
Egypt.

Passover Holiday celebrations to begin
next week  
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On Friday Night Garufa
Cocktail & Cigar Lounge was
hopping with the music of the
New Climax Band enticing
the crowd of locals and

tourists to dance and have a
good time. With Blanca and
David at the bar, drinks were
flowing, and the club am-
biance exciting. While the

New Climax Band is best
known for its Carnival per-
formances, it played many
other musical genres besides
Soca & Calypso, delivering
an excellent repertory of
Latin favorites in general in-
cluding a hot potpourri of
Salsa and Merengue.  Garufa
Cigar & Cocktail Lounge, on
Wilhelminastraat, across El
Gaucho Restaurant has been a
popular night spot for lovers
and friends, since it opened its
doors in December of 1998.

The New Climax Band shakes up  Garufa
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aviation.
Current laws in the United

States limit foreign ownership
of U.S. airlines to 25 percent,
but that will be loosened if
Congress approves the meas-
ures agreed yesterday.

European carriers will also
have fresh access to U.S. gov-
ernment business under the
"Fly America" program.

In return, U.S. airlines will
gain improved market access
in the EU and increased share
ownership rights from above
the current 49.9 percent.

BRUSSELS, Belgium - Euro-
pean airlines might soon be
able to take majority control of
U.S. airlines and get access to
lucrative U.S. government busi-
ness in a deal struck yesterday
-- but real change will hinge on
approval by the U.S. Congress,
a far from certain prospect.

The deal in "Open Skies"
talks followed a 2007 agree-
ment allowing airlines to fly
for the first time between any
EU city and any U.S. city, unit-
ing two markets that account
for nearly two thirds of global

emergency measures taken to
grapple with the worst finan-
cial crisis since the Great De-
pression.

"The economy continues to
require the support of accom-
modative monetary policies,"
Bernanke told lawmakers.
"However, we have been wor -
king to ensure that we have the
tools to reverse, at the appro-
priate time, the currently very
high degree of monetary sti -
mulus."

WASHINGTON – A modest
U.S. economic recovery still
warrants the Federal Reserve's
ultra-low interest rate policy,
but the central bank stands
ready to remove stimulus once
the expansion looks solid,
Chairman Ben Bernanke said
yesterday.

Testifying before the U.S.
House of Representatives Fi-
nancial Services Committee,
Bernanke offered a brief
overview of the tools the Fed
intends to use to reverse the

The answer was to create in
the prospect’s mind that this
bank would do something for
them that their current bank
wasn’t doing.

The first thing I had to do
was determine how I would
get the loan officer into busi-
ness persons’ offices, where
the business persons would in-
vite the officer in with open
arms.

I created a direct mail piece
that simply stated, in essence:

Dear John,
We would like to set up an

appointment to introduce our
bank and the benefits of deal-
ing with us. 

Since your time is very
valuable, we would like to give
you a gift to help you get more
customers and grow your busi-
ness.

It is a book entitled, “How
to Get Customers to Call, Buy,
and Beg for More.”

I promise that we will only
take up 20 minutes of your
time.

Very truly yours,
Obviously, the letter was

much longer than this, but the
loan officer had a ninety-six
percent appointment closing.

Well that’s it for this tip.  In
the next tip, I’ll give you a few
more examples.

To your success,
Ken Varga
Ph: 888-682-2596; Fax: 888-
682-2597
Email: ken@kenvarga.com 
Website: www.kenvarga. com 

…helping businesses in-
crease customer acquisition
by up to 32.7% in as little as 3
to 6 months, and increase cus-
tomer retention by up to 90%.

tear it off and send it back to
you. 

4. You can do a self-mailer,
which is a single self-con-
tained proposition all in one
package.

5. You can do an elaborate,
very richly presented, high-
profile sales presentation and
any thing in between.

Before you put together any
direct mail piece, you should
tape record your best salesper-
son…the one who is making
the most sales.

Why? Because that sales-
person is sending the right
message to a customer to get
them to buy your product.

If you don’t incorporate
some application of direct mail
into your customer-generating
activities, you are denying
yourself an enormous growth
opportunity.

Here is an instance of how
I used direct mail to acquire
customers.

I was asked by a local com-
munity bank, which was a sin-
gle branch, on the same corner
as five other very large banks,
to do two things:

1. Help their loan officer
get into business owners’ of-
fices, so the officer could tell
the bank’s story, and

2. To help the process result
in more new customers.

The first thing I had to do
was to differentiate this bank
from any of the others.

In other words, I had to de-
termine what I could do to in-
delibly imprint in a customer’s
mind the uniqueness of this
very small one-branch bank.

After many hours of think-
ing about it, I came up with an
answer.
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Hi, I am Ken Varga. I want to
share with you some of the
ideas, strategies, and principles
that allowed me to build 35
businesses during my career.

By earnestly applying the
ideas, you will learn how you
too can build your business to
success, while living an unhur-
ried life, filled with family,
friends, fun and a relaxed atti-
tude.

In the last tip, I wrote that
direct mail is salesmanship in
print.

In this tip, I’m going to give
you some examples of how
you can use direct mail in your
business.  Here are some:

1. You can use a full-blown
letter, along with a brochure
and a response card, to try to
sell your product, or to try to
get people to send something
back.

2. You can send a little post
card, basically making a state-
ment of what your product is,
giving them a reason to call or
come in.

3. You can use a variation
of a post card to get their atten-
tion.  One variation is called a
tent post card.  One side of the
post card makes the proposi-
tion; the other side is for them
to put their contact, or other
pertinent information, and to

How to indelibly print in your customer’s

mind why they can’t afford NOT to do

business with you!
by Ken Varga Bernanke says economy still

needs Fed's help

EU strikes new "Open Skies"
aviation deal with U.S.

lifornia-based biotechnology
company Genencor aims to
eliminate the oil currently used
to make isoprene, a key tire in-
gredient, by creating a more
environmentally friendly alter-
native using plants like sugar
cane, corn, or switchgrass.

Essentially, the technology
uses a genetically modified mi-
croorganism to ferment the
plant sugars in a way that cre-
ates the desired chemical.

About seven gallons of oil is
required to make each of the
roughly one billion tires pro-
duced annually, according to
the Rubber Manufacturers As-
sociation trade group. But the
tire industry’s dependence on
oil could drop dramatically in
the next five years.

A new technology being de-
veloped in a research partner-
ship between Goodyear Tire
and Rubber Company and Ca -

Green tires could slash
oil needs

markets and arrest a crippling
rise in Greece' borrowing costs
after a debt crisis that has
shaken confidence in the euro.

The European Central Bank
also took a key step to support
Greece by extending softer
rules on collateral so that
Athens does not risk a guillo-
tine on its debt at the end of
this year.

BRUSSELS, Belgium – The
leaders of Germany and
France clinched agreement on
a joint European-IMF financial
safety net for debt-stricken
Greece just before an EU sum-
mit yesterday, the French pre -
sident's office said.

The accord, which set the
stage for a wider deal among
euro zone leaders, is intended
to reassure nervous financial

Germany, France agree
on plan to help Greece



reasons, but the statue is
scheduled to be placed as the
centerpiece of the Danish
pavilion about a week before
the World Expo opens May 1.

The temporary move is
controversial in Denmark,
where some considered it dis-
respectful to ship a cultural
treasure halfway across the
globe as a PR tool. 

Critics suggested the gov-
ernment should have sent a
copy to China — an idea dis-
missed by Christopher Bo
Bramsen, Danish commis-
sioner-general for Expo 2010.

COPENHAGEN, Denmark
(AP) – Denmark's famed Little
Mermaid statue left her perch
in the Copenhagen harbor yes-
terday and started a journey to
the World Expo in Shanghai —
the first trip abroad in her 96-
year history.

The 5-foot (1.5-meter)
landmark, which honors the
memory of Danish fairy tale
writer Hans Christian Ander-
sen, was lifted by a crane and
lowered onto the back of a
truck at a ceremony in the
Danish capital.

The exact travel itinerary is
being kept secret for security
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Denmark's famed Little
Mermaid begins China trip

Around the world, tourists do
a lot of site-seeing. That’s the
way they learn about other cul-
tures and their histories. Aruba
offers a great sanctuary to lay
in the sun and get a tan, but
there is much more to this
small island. Let’s talk about
the Donkey Sanctuary Aruba.

After the introduction of the
automobile the donkeys were
set free. Because many of them
lost their habitat, (housing
projects all over the island,
heavy traffic), mistreatment
and ignorance, the Aruban
Donkey today is at the edge of
extinction. 

On April 14, 1997 the foun-
dation “Save our Don key” was
established. They started by
gathering 13 donkeys who
continuously crossed the main
road at Pos Chiquito, endange -
ring the heavy traffic and
themselves. Now adays the
Donkey Sanc tuary takes care
of the donkeys at the sanctuary
in Santa Lucia and the other
donkeys are at the sanctuary
located at the Frenchmen’s
Pass. 

There are still some don-
keys living in the wild. They
live in groups of 2 to 16, be-
cause a donkey can not be
alone. They are the largest
“wild animals” on Aruba, and
are no problem at all, as long
as they do not endanger traffic. 

The sanctuary provides
food, shelter and medical care
for these wild animals and
helps them get back into na-
ture. Families can visit and
learn more about the Aruban
donkeys and their habitat.

There is also a donkey
shop, where you can buy
everything with donkeys on it,

including T-shirts, pens, toys,
books, paintings and also
Christmas cards, very original
and nice to send to family and
friends.

You can find the donkey
sanctuary in the area of the
Ayo Rock Formations. Follow
the apple green signs and
within 5 minutes you can pet

the donkeys enjoying the hos-
pitality of the sanctuary.

They are open every Satur -
day and Sunday from 10 a.m. to
3 p.m. and Monday till Friday
from 9 a.m. to 12.30 p.m. 

For more information check
the web site:   www.arubadon-
key.org.

Experience Aruba’s loveliest
animals at the Donkey
Sanctuary 

A must see while on Aruba



ence. The artists I chose to
work with added so many
unique sonic layers to
‘Bionic,’” Christina said in a
statement. “My intention was
to step into their world and
what they do combined with
my own vision and sound. The
results were magic.”

Christina added that she
hopes the album will surprise
her fans.

“I was able to explore and
create a fresh, sexy feel using
both electronic and organic el-
ements with subject matter
ranging from playful to intro-
spective,” she continued. “I am
so excited for my fans to hear
the new sound. It is something
I don’t think anyone will ex-
pect.”

It was also announced yes-
terday that “Bionic’s” first sin-
gle, “Not Myself Tonight,” a
song produced by Polow Da
Don, will debut on Christi-
naAguilera.com on March 30
at 6 p.m. 

Christina recently wrapped
production on her first feature
film, “Burlesque,” which also
stars Oscar winner Cher, Stan-
ley Tucci and Kristen Bell.
Due out this fall, “Burlesque”
is about a big-voiced, but small
town girl, who moves to Los
Angeles and lands a job at the
Burlesque Lounge where she
deals with jealousy.

LOS ANGELES, California -- 
After a year spent in the studio,
Christina Aguilera will release
her new album this summer on
June 8, it was announced yes-
terday.

The album features songs
Christina co-wrote with artists
including Australian singer
song writer Sia, producer
Tricky Stewart — who helped
helmed the production desk for
Beyonce’s “Single Ladies (Put
a Ring on It),” indie rockers Le
Tigre and Liverpool electro
band Ladytron.

Additionally, the album re-
unites Christina with “Beauti-
ful” songwriter Linda Perry,
who penned and produced the
ballad “Lift Me Up” for the re-
lease.

“Working on this album
with so many talented artists
and producers that I admire
was really an amazing experi-

gious beliefs, Ayala said they
have evolved, but he prefers to
keep them private.

The foundation has honored
more traditional religious fi -
gures in the past, including
Billy Graham, as well as scien-
tists and philosophers.

Ayala is scheduled to re-
ceive the prize May 5 in a pri-
vate ceremony at London's
Buckingham Palace. He plans
to give the prize money to
charity, likely for education.

John M. Templeton, presi-
dent of the Pennsylvania-based
foundation named for his late
father, said Ayala was selected
for his breadth and depth of
analysis focused on discovery.

"Ayala's clear voice in mat-
ters of science and faith," he
said, "echoes the foundation's
belief that evolution of the
mind and truly open-minded
inquiry can lead to real spiri-
tual progress in the world."

WASHINGTON (AP) - A one-
time priest who later became
an evolutionary geneticist and
molecular biologist and helped
scientifically refute creatio -
nism with his research was
honored yesterday with one of
the world's top religion prizes.

Francisco J. Ayala, 76, a
U.S. citizen originally from
Spain, will receive the 2010
Templeton Prize, valued at
$1.53 million, the John Tem-
pleton Foundation announced
at the National Academy of
Sciences.

It is the largest monetary
award given each year to an in-
dividual and honors someone
who made exceptional contri-
butions to affirm spirituality.
Officials increase the value
each year to exceed the Nobel
Prize.

"I see religion and science
as two of the pillars on which
American society rests," Ayala
said, saying the United States
is one of the world's most reli-
gious countries. "We have
these two pillars not talking,
not seeing they can reinforce
each other."

Ayala is a notable choice
because he opposes the entan-
glement of science and reli-
gion. The former Dominican
priest is adamant that science
and religion do not contradict
each other.

"If they are properly under-
stood, they cannot be in con-
tradiction because science and
religion concern different mat-
ters, and each is essential to
human understanding," he said
in remarks prepared for the ac-
ceptance ceremony.

Ayala is a top professor of
biological sciences at the Uni-
versity of California, Irvine.

His pioneering genetic
research led to revela-
tions that could help
develop cures for
malaria and other dis-
eases.

In January, he co-
authored a paper that
established gorillas and
chimps may serve as
reservoirs for parasites
that cause human
malaria, showing that
even if a vaccine is de-
veloped, humans will
be vulnerable to re-in-
fection.

Ayala has long
worked to foster dia-
logue between religion
and science and said
tension between the
fields has subsided
over time.

In 1981, Ayala was an ex-
pert witness in a U.S. federal
court challenge that helped
overturn an Ar kansas law man-
dating the teaching of creation-
ism alongside evolution. Three
years later, the National Acad-
emy of Sciences asked Ayala
to serve as principal author of
"Science, Evolution and Cre-
ationism," which categorically
refuted creationism and intelli-
gent design.

He has said efforts to block
religious intrusion into science
equate with "the survival of ra-
tionality in this country."

"The Bible is not a textbook
about science," he said. "It's
not introductory astronomy."

Ayala said religion brings
hope and meaning to people,
and they know God exists as a
matter of faith. Such questions
are beyond the realm of sci-
ence, he said.

As for his personal reli-
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ZAGREB, Croatia – A male stork proved once
again that distance is no bar to true love as it flew
thousands of kilometers back to its handicapped
mate in a Croatian village, local media said yester-
day.

This is the fifth year in a row that the stork,
named Rodan, has made the epic journey of some
13,000 kilometers (8,060 miles) from South Africa
to the village of Brodski Varos, in eastern Croatia,
the Jutarnji List daily reported.

"This year he came a bit earlier," Stjepan Vokic,
who cares for the female stork, named Malena, un-
able to fly since hunters shot through its wing, told
the paper.

Rodan looked rather exhausted, Vokic added.
Every year the couple has raised a brood of

chicks which Rodan has taught to fly since Malena
cannot, Vokic said. This year is expected to be no
different.

In August, Rodan and the young will start to
prepare for their long journey to winter in South
Africa while Malena remains in Brodski Varos
until the return of its mate in the spring. 

US geneticist wins $1.5 million
religion prize

True love overcomes any distance,

Croatian storks show

Francisco J. Ayala

Christina Aguilera announces

‘Bionic’ album release date
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how to train your dragon (action/adv.) :a Viking teenager
named hiccup lives on the island of Berk, where fighting drag-
ons is a way of life. the teen's smarts and offbeat sense of
humor don't sit too well with his tribe or its chief... who just
happens to be hiccup's father. however, when hiccup is in-
cluded in dragon training with the other Viking teens, he sees
his chance to prove he has what it takes to be a fighter.  

NBA StandingsNHL Standings
EASTERN CoNf.

WESTERN CoNf.

Atlantic W L Pts
Pittsburgh 42 25 91

New Jersey 43 25 90

Philadelphia 37 31 79

NY Rangers 32 32 73

NY Islanders 29 34 68

Northeast
Buffalo 40 22 90

Ottawa 39 30 83

Montreal 36 30 80

Boston 33 27 78

Toronto 26 35 64

Southeast
y-Washington 49 14 108

Atlanta 32 30 75

Florida 30 31 71

Tampa Bay 29 32 70

Carolina 30 34 69

Central W L Pts
Chicago 46 19 99

Nashville 42 27 89

Detroit 37 23 87

St. Louis 34 30 77

Columbus 29 32 70

Northwest
Vancouver 45 25 94

Colorado 41 25 89

Calgary 37 27 83

Minnesota 35 32 76

Edmonton 24 42 55

Pacific
San Jose 44 19 98

Phoenix 46 23 97

Los Angeles 42 24 90

Dallas 32 27 78

Anaheim 34 31 76

EASTERN CoNf.

WESTERN CoNf.

Atlantic W L Pct GB
x- Boston 4625.648 --

Toronto 3535.500 10.5

N.York 2645.366 20.0

Phil 2547.347 21.5

N.Jersey 8 63 .113 38.0

Central
y-Cleveland5715.792 --

Milwaukee 3931.557 17.0

Chicago 3337.471 23.0

Indiana 2646.361 31.0

Detroit 2348.324 33.5

Southeast
x- Orlando 5022.694 --

x- Atlanta 4625.648 3.5

Charlotte 3734.521 12.5

Miami 3734.521 12.5

Wash. 2149.300 28.0

Southwest W L Pct GB
Dallas 47 24 .662 --

San Ant. 42 28 .600 4.5

Memphis 38 34 .528 9.5

Houston 36 34 .514 10.5

N.Orleans 34 39 .466 14.0

Northwest
Denver 47 25 .653 --

Utah 47 25 .653 --

Okl. City 43 27 .614 3.0

Portland 42 29 .592 4.5

Minn. 14 58 .194 33.0

Pacific
x-LA Lakers 53 18 .746 --

Phoenix 45 26 .634 8.0

LA Clippers 26 45 .366 27.0

Sacra. 24 48 .333 29.5

Golden St. 20 51 .282 33.0

KEY BISCAYNE, Fla.
(AP) —World No. 1 Serena
Williams won the 2009
WTA Tour Player of the
Year award and also took
the Doubles Team of the
year honors with sister
Venus at a ceremony held at
the Sony Ericsson Open on
Wednesday.

Serena Williams, wear-
ing high heels despite a
knee injury, was all smiles
when picking up her award.
She won the Australian
Open and Wimbledon in
2009, was a semifinalist at
the U.S. Open and a quar-
terfinalist at the French
Open.

The Williams sisters won
the 2009 Australian Open,
Wimbledon, and U.S. Open
doubles titles as well as the
doubles crown at Stanford.

“It’s exciting because I
don’t think we’ve won the
Doubles Team of the Year
award before,” Serena
Williams told The Associ-
ated Press. “I won the daily
double today and that was
cool.”

U.S. Open champion
Kim Clijsters captured the
Comeback Player of the
Year and Karen Krantzcke
Sportsmanship Award. This
marked the seventh time in
Clijsters career she won the
sportsmanship award.

American teen Melanie
Oudin, who had a break-
through 2009 season in
reaching the fourth round at
Wimbledon and quarterfi-
nals at the U.S. Open, was
honored as the Newcomer
of the Year. Yanina Wick-
mayer of Belgium, who
broke into the top 20 last
year, won the Most Im-
proved Player award.

Naturalized American
Liezel Huber won The
Player Service Award for
the fourth time in her ca-
reer. Among the causes
Huber’s raised money for
are Hurricane Katrina vic-
tims and “Locks of Love,”
a nonprofit organization
that provides hairpieces to
financially disadvantaged
children suffering from
medical hair loss.

Serena Williams honored as
2009 top player

x-Clinched Playoff Spot; y-Division Champ

(L-R) Venus Williams, and Serena Williams pose with their
awards during the SEWTA Awards Ceremony
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On the road to 2010 FIFA World Cup South Africa

RIO DE JANEIRO  -- Brazil
striker Adriano has been
questioned by police about
alleged ties to drug traffick-
ers.

A prosecutor had ordered
the questioning after a news-

paper reported that Adriano
purchased two motorcycles
and registered one of them in
the name of the mother of a
"known drug trafficker."

Adriano did not talk to the
media after being questioned
on Thursday, but one of his
lawyers said everything was
clarified.

Adriano was raised at a
Rio de Janeiro slum and ad-
mits he likes to remain close
to his community, but has al-
ways denied any type of
wrongdoing.

Police didn't immediately
make any comments about
Adriano's questioning.

Adriano questioned by police
after media report

ALEXANDRA, South Africa
-Sello Mahlangu "loves, lives
and breathes football" and
says it has helped him keep
out of trouble on the mean
streets of one of South
Africa's poorest townships.
Mahlangu, 18, is one of more
than 200 disadvantaged chil-
dren from all over the world
who will play in a soccer fes-
tival parallel to the World
Cup in Johannesburg's
sprawling Alexandra town-
ship, often associated with vi-
olence and grinding poverty.
Through the July 4-10 "Foot-
ball for Hope" festival, soc-
cer's ruling body, in
partnership with the global
NGO streetfootballworld,
will use the month-long
World Cup in South Africa to
promote projects helping un-
derprivileged children over-
come social problems.

Although three months
away from kick-off, the festi-
val, FIFA's flagship social
project, has already touched
the lives of the youngsters.

"There are many young
people who are doing bad
things here in Alexandra and
I thank God that I am not part
of them. Without football I
think I would have been
doing something like crime,"

said Mahlangu after the cere-
monial launch of the festival
on Thursday.

Mahlangu, a member of the
local project Play Soccer, is one
of the eight youngsters who
will form Team Alexandra,
competing in the festival with
31 other international teams.

Streetfootballworld Man-
aging Director Jurgen Gries-
beck said the teams were
selected for their commit-
ment to overcoming social
problems from homelessness
in London and landmines in
Cambodia, to AIDS educa-
tion in South Africa and inte-
gration of refugees in
Australia.

"We are talking here about
role models, we are talking
about people who are cham-
pions in their communities,
people who are our future,"
said Griesbeck.

FIFA is keen to underline
that football is more than
huge revenues and million-
aire players.

"This World Cup is not
only about the big stars com-
ing to South Africa.. (the fes-
tival) will represent another
World Cup of hope, change
and opportunities," said the
tournament's chief local or-
ganiser, Danny Jordaan.

FIFA brings hope to poor
children through World

LONDON - Arsenal's title
challenge is set to be boosted
by Dutch striker Robin van
Persie, with manager Arsene
Wenger expecting him back
from an ankle ligament injury
in two to three weeks. 

Van Persie, who was in
scintillating form before
being injured on international
duty against Italy in Novem-
ber, is back in training which
is good news for his club and
his hopes of being fit for the

World Cup in South Africa in
June.

"He is expected to return
but don't expect miracles
when a guy has been out for
such a long time," Wenger
said on Thursday.

"But we are happy to have
him back and he is physically
... in good shape. We have
just to get him back to full
team fitness -- that will take
two to three weeks maxi-
mum.

Van Persie close to Arsenal return

Brazilian footballing legend
Pele has commented on Li-
onel Messi's extraordinary
form with his club, but ex-
pressed his doubts with re-
spect to Messi's performances
with the Albiceleste. 

"Messi is a great player,"
said Pele in comments re-
ported by Marca. "He is play-
ing marvellously at
Barcelona, but when he plays
with his national team he
does not do as well, perhaps
because Argentina do not

have the same sort of team as
Barcelona, where he has been
playing for quite some time."

Pele also gave brief com-
ments about Real Madrid's
Cristiano Ronaldo, who he
spoke of being a "marvellous
figure". Of the players from
his home country, Pele high-
lighted Manchester City's
Santos loan star Robinho,
who "has improved a lot and
has the opportunity to be one
of the greatest players at the
World Cup".

Brazil legend Pele: Barcelona's Lionel
Messi is a great player but needs
Argentina improvement

Fresh off a trip to Europe in
search of a coach, Ivory
Coast FA President Jacques
Anoma yesterday told re-
porters in Abidjan that he
would take his own time to
get a new tactician for the
national team.

He appeared unperturbed
by the amount of days left
until the World Cup, where
one of Africa’s best teams –
the Elephants – will be fly-
ing their national colours.

“Stop bothering your-
selves about a new coach
and the little time left for the
World Cup,” Anoma said.

“I’m more in haste to get
a new coach, but I’m being
careful,” he said.

The names of some of
Europe's top coaches in-
cluding Guus Hiddink and
Philippe Troussier have
floated across the media as
possible candidates for the
job but no contracts were
ever signed and confirmed
by the FA.

"I will choose a coach
who will represent national
interest," Anoma stated.
"Amongst those I’ve met,
I’ll make an independent
choice and announce the
new coach for the Elephants
in the days to come,” he
said.

But Anoma has been re-
sponding with “days to
come” since early this
month, and that day hasn’t
come. The whole nation is
waiting and yearning to see
the person who will be
steering the dwindling soc-
cer destiny of the West
African nation.Sven-Goran
Eriksson is strongly ru-
moured to be Ivory Coast’s
new coach, but Anoma did
not confirm it at the news
conference.

Ivory Coast Still
Searching For
New Coach
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MIDWEST REGIONAL
At St. Louis
No. 5 Michigan St. vs.

No. 9 Northern Iowa
Michigan State heads into

the round of 16 with several
injuries. Kalin Lucas, the Big
Ten player of the year in
2008-09, ruptured an
Achilles’ tendon during the
second-round win over
Maryland. Chris Allen, the
team’s best 3-point shooter,
has been limited because of
an injured right foot and for-
ward Delvon Roe has been
bothered by a bad right knee.
The first of the replacements
did just fine as Korie Lucious
stepped in for Lucas and hit
the game-winning 3-pointer
at the buzzer against Mary-
land to send the Spartans on
to this round for the third
straight year. Coach Tom
Izzo’s .750 winning percent-
age in the tournament ranks
third among active coaches.

Ali Farokhmanesh and
Jordan Eglseder weren’t
known outside Northern
Iowa until last week’s wins
over UNLV and overall top
seed Kansas. Farokhmanesh
hit the traditional game-win-
ning 3-pointer in the first
game and buried a 3 few
would have taken to give the
Panthers a four-point lead
over the Jayhawks in the final
minute. He was 9 of 19 from
3-point range in the first two
rounds and averaged 16.5
points. The 7-foot Eglseder
averaged 11.5 points and 7.5
rebounds in the two games
that have made Northern
Iowa a team everybody

knows.
Since Izzo had five days to

find a way to convince his
team the injuries won’t affect
their play on defense or how
they rebound, look for the
Spartans to shut down the
Panthers’ run, 67-58.

No. 2 Ohio St. vs. No. 6
Tennessee

Ohio State won its first
game despite Evan Turner
having an off game. The
Buckeyes looked like a No. 2
seed when Turner returned to
form with 24 points, nine re-
bounds and nine assists
against Georgia Tech. They
are more than just Turner,
with sharpshooter Jon
Diebler and veteran forward
David Lighty both making
big contributions in their
nine-game winning streak.

Tennessee held off San
Diego State in the opening
round, then looked more like
itself in taking care of Ohio
University, the team that
upset Georgetown. The Vol-
unteers shot 56.7 percent
from the field and outre-
bounded the Bobcats 41-33
with Wayne Chism and Brian
Williams grabbing 12 each.
The one thing Tennessee has
to do is cut down on
turnovers—it had 16 against
Ohio.

The Buckeyes, and more
specifically Turner, have
found a way to handle what’s
thrown at them. That’s what
happens here in Ohio State’s
78-76 victory.

SOUTH REGIONAL
At Houston
No. 1 Duke vs. No. 4 Pur››

due
While everyone has

been concentrating on
Duke’s 3 Ss—Kyle Sin-
gler, Jon Scheyer and
Nolan Smith—the Blue
Devils have been play-
ing their best defense of
the season. They have
held 10 of their last 13
opponents—including
the two in the NCAA
tournament—to 61
points or less. They out-
rebound teams by six
per game and are no
longer just a perimeter
team with no inside
presence.

Purdue was sup-
posed to be out of this tourna-
ment a couple of rounds ago.
The Boilermakers weren’t
given much of a chance to ad-
vance without second-leading
scorer and rebounder Robbie

Hummel, who injured his
knee and is out for the season.
Everyone else has stepped up
to fill the void, especially 6-3
Chris Kramer, the Big Ten’s
two-time defensive player of
the year who has lived up to
his mantle of emotional
leader in Hummel’s absence.

Duke is just too good on
the defensive end. Blue Dev-
ils win 73-58.

No. 3 Baylor vs. No. 10
Saint Mary’s

Baylor boasts one of the
country’s best backcourts in
LaceDarius Dunn (19.4
points per game) and Tweety
Carter (15.1), and the two are
complemented by forward
Ekpe Udoh, who almost av-
erages a double-double (13.9
points, 9.7 rebounds). The
Bears liked to score during
the Big 12 season, but they
have taken things down a

notch in the NCAA tourna-
ment, mostly because of a
combined 13-of-40 effort
from 3-point range.

Omar Samhan has moved
up the big man charts with a
bullet since the start of the
NCAA tournament. A solid
player all season for Saint
Mary’s, the 6-11 Samhan has
turned it on in the post
against Richmond and Vil-
lanova, averaging 30.5 points
and 9.5 rebounds while
shooting 75 percent (24 of
32) from the field. Samhan’s
presence inside has allowed
the Gaels to shoot 41.1 per-
cent from 3-point range, led
by Mickey McConnell’s 51.7
percent.

Samhan will muddle the
middle and the Gaels are
good enough around him to
advance with a 75-68 vic-
tory.

March Madness continues: Today’s matchups
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